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PUEBLO EAST HIGH SCHOOL
MEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Pueblo East High School men’s
basketball team and their coach, Dave Ryder.
In their third time in the State finals, the Pueb-
lo East Eagles claimed their first Class 4A
State basketball title. This was Coach Ryder’s
final year with the Eagles after teaching for 29
years and 10 years as head coach.

After an exciting and challenging game, the
Eagles production in the half court helped
them beat Denver South 58 to 51. In a thrilling
back and forth between these two teams,
Pueblo East’s defense made the difference,
allowing their opponent to only score two
points in the final 2:41 of the game.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the Pueblo East
men’s basketball team and their extraordinary
coach, Dave Ryder. Under Coach Ryder’s ex-
pert guidance, the team captured their first
men’s basketball championship in school his-
tory, and built a base that | have no doubt will
win many more State titles to continue their
legacy of success.

——————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,554,275,708,064.70. We've
added $6,927,398,659,151.62 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $6.9 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

HONORING LLOYD MITCHELL
HON. JASON T. SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Mr. Lloyd Mitchell for his many
years of exemplary service to the state of Mis-
souri. Lloyd retired on February 11, 2014 after
more than 46 years of service to the Texas
County Sheriff’'s department.

In 1968, at age 43, Lloyd began his career
in law enforcement as Deputy Sheriff of Texas
County. In 1994, he became a bailiff in Texas
County and held this position up until his re-
tirement. Over the course of his career, Lloyd
developed a reputation for conducting his job
with the utmost integrity. His professionalism
has set a high standard of work ethics that will
serve as an example for future generations of
law enforcement professionals.

In addition to his many years of service to
the sheriffs’ department, Lloyd is a published
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author and has served as a Deacon for his
local Church. His dedication to serving Texas
County has helped countless residents and it
is my pleasure to recognize his efforts and
achievements before the House of Represent-
atives.

————

HONORING MITCHELL LIBMAN

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Mitchell Libman of Hollywood, Flor-
ida, who for more than five decades worked to
ensure a dear friend received the recognition
he deserved for his heroism and sacrifice dur-
ing the Korean War.

In 1951, Mr. Libman learned that his child-
hood friend, Private First Class Leonard
Kravitz, lost his life during combat and re-
ceived the Distinguished Service Cross for his
service. After hearing about Private Kravitz’s
heroics from some of the soldiers who fought
by his side in Korea, he was inspired to dig
deeper into the circumstances of his death.

Mr. Libman found that his friend’s service
was indeed extraordinary. During an ambush
of Communist forces, Private First Class Leon-
ard Kravitz sacrificed his own life when he
took over a machine gun so that his platoon
could retreat to safety. It became clear that
Private Kravitz’s heroism qualified him for the
Medal of Honor and yet he never received
one. During his years of research, Mr. Libman
began to suspect that Private Kravitz could
have been bypassed for the Medal of Honor
due to possible prejudice in the military
against his Jewish heritage. He decided to
take the issue to Washington.

As a result of Mr. Libman’s heartfelt advo-
cacy, Congress passed an amendment to the
National Defense Authorization Act of 2002 re-
quiring the Pentagon to undergo a review and
determine if Jewish and Hispanic Americans
serving in our Armed Forces could have been
overlooked for the Medal of Honor due to bias
in the military.

The Pentagon’s review did more than con-
firm that Private First Class Leonard Kravitz
indeed fit the criteria for the Medal of Honor.
It also revealed 23 additional cases of soldiers
who went above and beyond the call of duty
and yet never received the Medal of Honor for
their extraordinary service. Last fall, | was
pleased to pass H.R. 3304, an amended
version of the National Defense Authorization
Act ensuring that every soldier discovered dur-
ing this review to be worthy of the Medal of
Honor would finally be recognized.

On March 18, 2014, Mr. Libman’s decades
of work culminated in President Barack
Obama awarding all 24 soldiers with the
Medal of Honor. Seeing the President finally
issue these long overdue awards should re-
mind us all of the power every American cit-
izen has to make a difference, and | am pro-
foundly grateful for Mitchell Libman’s years of
determination and love of country.
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RICHARD GOTTLIEB

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Mr. Richard Gottlieb, a World War Il
Veteran, who served his county as a B-24
gunner with the 15th Air Force, 55th Bomb
Wing, of the 465th Bomb Group, 780th squad-
ron stationed at Pantanella Air Base in Italy.

The 465th Bomb Group served as a stra-
tegic bombardment group on two different mis-
sions, bombing strategic points near Vienna,
Austria, on July 8, 1944, and two steel plants
at Friedrichshafen, Germany, on August 3,
1944. His group was given a Distinguished
Unit Citation for carrying out their missions de-
spite enemy anti-aircraft and fighter pilot fire.

Mr. Gottlieb was born in 1925, and spent
most of his life in Brooklyn, New York. As a
troop leader for the Boy Scouts of America,
Mr. Gottlieb travelled by train through the
State of Colorado to the Philmont Scout
Ranch in Northern New Mexico, where he first
saw and fell in love with the Sangre de Cristo
Mountains, vowing to one day live there. In
1990, he moved to Ft. Garland, Colorado, and
has been residing at the Colorado State Vet-
erans Center at Homelake since 2006.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Mr.
Richard Gottlieb for his service to our country
during WWII and for the contributions he
made to preserve our freedom.

———

RECOGNIZING PRUDENTIAL SPIRIT
OF COMMUNITY AWARD RECIPI-
ENT JESSIE SWOFFORD FOR HER
COMMITMENT AND SERVICE TO
WASHINGTON STATE

HON. DEREK KILMER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
congratulate and honor a young student from
my district who has achieved national recogni-
tion for exemplary volunteer service in her
community. Ms. Jessie Swofford of Tacoma
has just been named one of the top honorees
in Washington by the 2014 Prudential Spirit of
Community Awards program, an annual honor
conferred on the most impressive student vol-
unteers across the country.

Jessie is being recognized for helping im-
prove the lives of children with autism and
their families through volunteering with Fami-
lies for Effective Autism Treatment (FEAT).
Each month Jessie volunteers at FEAT’s
“Super Saturdays”, where she organizes
games and activities for children with autism.
Jessie also mentors teenagers with autism
and spends her summers volunteering with an
intensive intervention program for youth with
autism.

Jessie herself battled a digestive disorder
and a botched surgery as an infant, and dys-
lexia growing up, all of which she has over-
come. Today she is enrolled in advanced
placement and honors courses, and she is
discovering her passion to become a speech
pathologist.

Given the challenges we face today, it is
vital that we encourage and support the kind
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of selfless contributions that these young citi-
zens have made. Young volunteers like Jessie
are inspiring examples to all of us and are
among our brightest hopes for a better tomor-
row.

The program that brought this young role
model to our attention—The Prudential Spirit
of Community Awards—was created by Pru-
dential Financial in partnership with the Na-
tional Association of Secondary School Prin-
cipals in 1995 to impress upon all youth volun-
teers that their contributions are critically im-
portant and highly valued—and to inspire
other young people to follow their example.
Over the past 19 years, the program has be-
come the Nation’s largest youth recognition ef-
fort based solely on community service, and
has honored more than 100,000 young volun-
teers at the local, state and national level.

Jessie should be extremely proud to have
been singled out from the thousands of dedi-
cated volunteers who participated in this
year's program. | heartily applaud Jessie for
seeking to make her community a better place
to live and for working to positively impact the
lives of others. She has demonstrated a level
of commitment and accomplishment that is
truly extraordinary in today’s world. Jessie’s
actions show that young Americans can—and
do—play important roles in our communities
and that America’s community spirit continues
to hold tremendous promise for the future.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
GLORIA MOLINA

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Gloria Molina, who is retiring at
the end of this year, after an impressive 40-
year career as a public servant in the State of
California.

On the occasion of Ms. Molina’s retirement
from public office, we wish to extend to her
sincere congratulations for the decades of
dedicated service that she has given to her
nation, her State, her City, and her County,
most recently as member of the County of Los
Angeles Board of Supervisors, where she has
served with distinction as the First
Supervisorial District Supervisor since 1991.

Through the Chicano Power Movement, the
Women’s Movement, and the national move-
ment against the Vietham War during the
1960s and 1970s, Ms. Molina’s interest was
awakened to civic affairs. She was the first
chief deputy for California State Assemblyman
Art Torres in 1974 and later for the renowned
California State Assembly Speaker Willie
Brown. Ms. Molina also served in the Carter
White House as well as the San Francisco
Department of Health and Human Services.

Ms. Molina was first elected to the Los An-
geles County Board of Supervisors in 1991,
the first Latina ever elected to the Board, rep-
resenting the First District, where she is cur-
rently serving her fifth term. During this time,
she also has served five times as Chair of the
Board. Ms. Molina’s tenure has produced dra-
matic results both because she has insisted
that County services be streamlined for max-
imum effectiveness and because she has
brought to fruition major capital endeavors that
improve County residents’ quality-of-life.
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Prior to representing the First Supervisorial
District, Ms. Molina was elected to the Cali-
fornia State Assembly in 1982 and the Los
Angeles City Council in 1987. Both times, she
was the first Latina to earn this honor. Her tri-
umphant leadership in the 1980s against the
construction of a state prison in East Los An-
geles is legendary, and it solidified her reputa-
tion—whether functioning on a local or a na-
tional level—as both a fighter and
groundbreaker able to achieve victory despite
seemingly insurmountable odds.

Named as one of the Democratic Party’s
“10 Rising Stars” by TIME magazine in 1996,
Ms. Molina served as one of four vice chairs
of the Democratic National Committee (DNC)
from 1996 through 2004. During the 2000
Presidential Election, Ms. Molina was one of
15 top women leaders nationwide to be
named as a possible vice-presidential can-
didate by the White House Project—a non-
profit, non-partisan group dedicated to raising
awareness of women’s leadership in American
politics.

On behalf of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the State of California, and the County
of Los Angeles, | want to thank Gloria Molina
for sharing her tremendous talents with us for
so many years. We extend our gratitude to her
for her remarkable contributions in public serv-
ice throughout her illustrious career. With sin-
cere best wishes, we congratulate Ms. Molina
upon her retirement from elective office. We
are pleased to join her many co-workers, fam-
ily, friends, and associates in wishing her
health, happiness, and continued good fortune
in her future endeavors.

———

RECOGNIZING CAMBODIAN DAY OF
REMEMBRANCE

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, this April marks
the 39th anniversary of the Khmer Rouge re-
gime’s rise to power in Cambodia and the
tragedies that followed. | join Cambodian
Americans to commemorate this tragedy in the
community’s past. Yet even as we solemnly
recognize this moment, we can also look at
the hopeful future that lies ahead for the Cam-
bodian American community.

The Khmer Rouge regime seized power in
Cambodia on April 17, 1975 and began a
reign of terror and systematic genocide. Up-
wards of 3.4 million innocent men, women,
and children lost their lives at mass grave
sites now known as the Killing Fields. Thou-
sands of refugees escaped these atrocities
and were given sanctuary in the United
States; many came to the State of lllinois.

Thanks to the Cambodian Association of Illi-
nois and our strong Cambodian American
community here in the United States, we are
aware of the Cambodian genocide and its
devastating effects. Organizations such as the
Cambodian American Heritage Museum and
the Killing Field Memorial carry out the vital
mission of ensuring that we do not forget the
atrocities of this period. The Cambodian com-
munity is committed to remembering and pay-
ing tribute to those lost in the Killing Fields
while enhancing the public’s awareness of
these atrocities and supporting the survivors
and their families.
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As lllinois and other States recognize April
17th as the Cambodian Day of Remembrance,
| rise today to join my Cambodian American
friends to commemorate the atrocities of the
Killing Fields and to provide comfort and hope
to the victims’ families. Let us take this mo-
ment to recognize that group-targeted violence
and intolerance still exist in nations across the
world, and we cannot ignore its presence.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in solidarity with the Cambodian American
community in remembering those who were
lost to the Khmer Rouge regime and in recog-
nizing our hope for a more peaceful future.

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF LIBBY AND ROBIN
MAYNARD

HON. ALAN GRAYSON

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 1, 2014

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, in
honor of Women’s History Month, to recognize
Libby and Robin Maynard. Libby Maynard was
a leader among women through her personal
life, her career, and her fight with breast can-
cer. A Florida native, born in Lakeland in
1943, Libby grew up active in her church and
school music programs. Libby attended col-
lege in Georgia, where she majored in music
and was selected for the Who's Who Among
American College Students. While in college,
Libby began her journey as a missionary. Her
service led her to New York City where she
worked directly with teenage gang members
and was a minister of music at local churches.
During her time in New York, she met and
married Reverend Herb Maynard with whom
she had two daughters.

Libby moved home to Lakeland in 1979 to
care for her mother, who was diagnosed with
breast cancer for a second time. After her
mom’s passing, she spent some time in North
Carolina, before returning to Florida again to
care for her aging father. Having been
touched by cancer personally, she began vol-
unteering and then working for the American
Cancer Society.

Libby was passionate and dedicated. She
loved helping people throughout her life. In
January 2005, she was diagnosed with breast
cancer. She began her journey with cancer
with the same boundless energy, determina-
tion, and amazing strength that she applied to
every challenge in her life. Due to the de-
mands of her cancer treatments, Libby lost her
job and, as a result, her health insurance. De-
spite her own difficulties, she continued to be
a positive light and to help those around her.

Twelve months after her diagnosis, Libby
“won her trip to heaven” after the cancer sud-
denly returned. Libby left this world with dig-
nity and grace. She left behind a legacy of
hope that her daughter Robin carries on in her
name.

Robin Maynard, following her mom’s beau-
tiful example, is a leader among women in
Central Florida. After losing her mother to
breast cancer in 2006, Robin saw firsthand the
difficulties faced by uninsured women in Flor-
ida. In 2007, she founded Libby’s Legacy
Breast Cancer Foundation (LLBCF). The
Foundation provides lifesaving breast health
services to the uninsured and underinsured
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